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Academic Honesty Scenario Cards
18 real classroom situations for a 20-minute discussion, with a teacher guide, an answer key, and a per-
assignment "allowed help" template.

Teacher guide · Twenty minutes, once, early in the year

1. Start with the ambiguous cards (13–18). The interesting conversation is in the grey zone; starting with copying a
test wastes it.

2. Let students disagree. The arguments surface exactly the assumptions you need to correct.
3. Make them name the rule they are using. "Why is that one different from the last one?" gets further than telling

them.
4. Then give your answers — including, honestly, where yours differs from the teacher down the hall.
5. End with the habit: you will state what help is allowed on every task, and asking is always fine.

The six categories, in plain language

Cheating Using materials, notes, devices or help you were not permitted to use.

Plagiarism Using someone else's words, ideas or work as your own without credit.

Falsification Changing or misrepresenting information — including excuses that are not true.

Fabrication Inventing information and presenting it as real: a source, a data point, a result.

Multiple submission Turning in the same work for more than one assignment without permission.

Complicity Helping someone else do any of the above.

Per-assignment "allowed help" statement

Put this at the top of any task where the line could be unclear. Five of the eighteen situations are settled by it.

On this assignment you MAY… On this assignment you may NOT…

work with a partner
compare answers after finishing
use AI to explain a concept
have someone proofread
______________________

copy wording from any source
use AI to write any part
reuse work from another class
share your finished work
______________________

Not sure? Ask. Asking is never the wrong move.
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Scenario cards · print and cut

CARD 1

A student copies a classmate's answers
during a test.
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CARD 2

A student submits a paragraph an AI tool
wrote as their own writing.
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CARD 3

A student invents a source that sounds
believable to meet a citation requirement.
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CARD 4

A lab group runs out of time and adds three
data points to finish.
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CARD 5

A student tells the teacher the printer broke.
It did not.
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CARD 6

A student photographs a completed
worksheet and sends it to four friends.
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CARD 7

A student logs into another student's
account to submit work for them.
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CARD 8

A student closely paraphrases a whole
article, changing every word, with no
citation.
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CARD 9

A student turns in an essay they already
wrote for last year's class.
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CARD 10

A student submits the same project to two
different teachers this term.
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CARD 11

A student lets a friend copy their homework
"just this once."
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CARD 12

A student leaves out the one result that
ruined the trend line.
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Answer key · for the teacher

Card Category Note

1 Cheating Clearly over the line.

2 Plagiarism Plagiarism in substance, whatever the tool.

3 Fabrication Often does not feel like cheating to the student — name it.

4 Fabrication Clearly over the line.

5 Falsification Clearly over the line.

6 Complicity Clearly over the line.

7 Fabrication (and likely worse under
school policy)

Clearly over the line.

8 Plagiarism Changing every word does not make it original.

9 Multiple submission Usually a surprise to the student — it is rarely explained.

10 Multiple submission Usually a surprise to the student.

11 Complicity Usually a surprise — helping is part of it.

12 Fabrication by omission Usually a surprise to the student.

13 Depends on the subject The teacher's job to say in advance.

14–18 Depends on what was said Settled by the "allowed help" statement. 16 is not misconduct in most
framings; 17 is a model, not a copy; 18 is nearly always fine.

If something does happen: separate what school policy requires from what the student owes — usually redoing the
work honestly — and say when it will be finished. A student with no route back has no reason to be honest again.

From Academic Honesty Examples: 18 Real Situations From a Secondary Classroom by Clay Shumate, ElevateTheNorm.com. Category
definitions adapted from university academic-integrity policies (Virginia Tech; Northern Illinois University) for a grades 6–12 audience. Free
to print and share for non-commercial school use.

CARD 13

A student uses a translation tool to write an
assignment for a language class.
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CARD 14

Two students compare homework answers
before class.
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CARD 15

Two students work practice problems
together and end up using the same
method.
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CARD 16

A student asks an AI tool to explain a
concept, then writes the answer in their own
words.
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CARD 17

A student uses an older sibling's old project
as a model for how to structure theirs.
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CARD 18

A student has a parent proofread their
essay.
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